
In  T h e  B egin n in g . . .
In  th e  b eg inn in g  G o d  cre a te d  th e  h e aven s  an d  th e  e ar th .

An d  G o d  s aw  a ll  th a t  H e  h a d  m a d e ,  an d  b eh o ld ,  i t  w a s  very

go o d .  ( G en  1 : 1 , 3 1 )

T h e  F all  O f M an  &  T h e  Arr ival  O f S in
An d  th e  L O R D  G o d  p lan te d  a  g ard en  tow ard  th e  e a s t ,  in

E d en ;  an d  th ere  H e  p la ce d  th e  m an  w h o m  H e  h a d  fo rm e d .

An d  th e  L O R D  G o d  co m m an d e d  th e  m an ,  s ayin g ,  " F ro m  any

tre e  o f  th e  gard en  yo u  m ay  e a t  fr e e ly ;  b u t  fro m  th e  tr e e  o f  th e

kn ow le d ge  o f  go o d  an d  evil  yo u  sh all  n o t  e a t ,  fo r  in  th e  d ay

th a t  yo u  e a t  fro m  i t  yo u  sh a ll  su re ly  d ie . "

W h en  th e  w o m an  s aw  th a t  th e  tre e  w a s  go o d  fo r  fo o d ,  an d

th a t  i t  w a s  a  d e ligh t  to  th e  eye s ,  an d  th a t  th e  tre e  w a s  d e s ir ab le

to  m ak e  [ o n e ]  w is e ,  sh e  to o k  fro m  i ts  fru i t  an d  a te ;  an d  sh e

gave  a l s o  to  h er  hu sb an d  w ith  h er ,  an d  h e  a te .  ( G en  2 : 8 , 1 6 - 1 7 ;

3 : 6 )

T h e  P r ice  O f O r igin al  S in
F o r  th e  w age s  o f  s in  i s  d e a th ,  b u t  th e  fr e e  g ift  o f  G o d  i s

e tern al  l i fe  in  C hr is t  J e su s  o u r  L o rd  ( R o m  6 : 2 3 )

J e su s  &  T h e  P lan  F o r  R ed em p tio n  F o re to ld
An d  th e  L O R D  G o d  s a id  to  th e  s erp en t ,  " B e cau s e  yo u  h ave

d o n e  th is ,  C u r s e d  a re  yo u  m o re  th an  a ll  c a ttle ,  An d  m o re  th an

every  b e a s t  o f  th e  fie ld . . . ;  An d  I  w ill  p u t  en m ity  B e tw e en  yo u

an d  th e  w o m an ,  An d  b e tw e en  yo u r  s e e d  an d  h er  s e e d ;  H e

sh all  b ru is e  yo u  o n  th e  h e a d ,  An d  yo u  sh a ll  b ru is e  h im  o n  th e

h e e l . "  ( G en  3 : 14 - 1 5 )

Th e  Sp ir it  o f  th e  L o rd  G O D  is  up o n  m e ,  B e cau s e  th e  L O R D

h a s  an o in te d  m e  To  b r in g  go o d  n ew s  to  th e  a fflic te d ;  H e  h a s

s en t  m e  to  b in d  up  th e  b ro k enh e ar te d ,  To  p ro cla im  lib er ty  to

cap tive s ,  An d  fre e d o m  to  p r is o n er s ;  To  p ro cla im  th e  favo rab le

ye ar  o f  th e  L O R D ,  An d  th e  d ay  o f  ven ge an ce  o f  o u r  G o d ;  To

co m fo r t  a ll  w h o  m o u rn ,  To  g r an t  th o s e  w h o  m o u rn  [ in ]  Z io n ,

G ivin g  th em  a  g arlan d  in s te a d  o f  a sh e s ,  Th e  o il  o f  g la dn e s s

in s te a d  o f  m o u rn in g ,  Th e  m an tle  o f  p r a is e  in s te a d  o f  a  sp ir i t  o f

fa in tin g .  S o  th ey  w ill  b e  c a ll e d  o ak s  o f  r igh te o u sn e s s ,  Th e

p lan tin g  o f  th e  L O R D ,  th a t  H e  m ay  b e  g lo r ifie d .  ( I s  6 1 : 1 -3 )

T H E  C H RIST M AS  M E S SAG E
J o h n  T h e  B ap tis t :  P rep ar in g  T h e  W ay
In  th e  d ay s  o f  H ero d ,  k in g  o f  J u d e a ,  th ere  w a s  a  c er ta in

p r ie s t  n am e d  Z a ch ar ia s ,  o f  th e  d iv is io n  o f  Ab ij ah ;  an d  h e  h a d  a

w ife  fro m  th e  d au gh ter s  o f  A aro n ,  an d  h er  n am e  w a s

E liz ab e th .  An d  th ey  w ere  b o th  r igh te o u s  in  th e  s igh t  o f  G o d ,

w alk in g  b lam ele s s ly  in  a ll  th e  co m m an d m en ts  an d

re qu irem en ts  o f  th e  L o rd .  An d  th ey  h a d  n o  ch ild ,  b e cau s e

E liz ab e th  w a s  b ar ren ,  an d  th ey  w ere  b o th  a dvan ce d  in  ye ar s .

N ow  i t  c am e  ab o u t ,  w h ile  h e  w a s  p er fo rm in g  h is  p r ie s tly

s ervice  b e fo re  G o d  in  th e  [ ap p o in te d ]  o rd er  o f  h is  d iv is io n ,

a cco rd in g  to  th e  cu s to m  o f  th e  p r ie s tly  o ffic e ,  h e  w a s  ch o s en

by  lo t  to  en ter  th e  tem p le  o f  th e  L o rd  an d  b u rn  in cen s e .  An d

th e  w h o le  m u lti tu d e  o f  th e  p e o p le  w ere  in  p r ayer  o u ts id e  a t

th e  h o u r  o f  th e  in cen s e  o ffer in g .

An d  an  an ge l  o f  th e  L o rd  ap p e are d  to  h im ,  s tan d in g  to  th e

r igh t  o f  th e  a l tar  o f  in cen s e .  An d  Z a ch ar ia s  w a s  tro ub le d  w h en

h e  s aw  [h im , ]  an d  fe ar  g r ip p e d  h im .  B u t  th e  an ge l  s a id  to  h im ,

" D o  n o t  b e  a fr a id ,  Z a ch ar ia s ,  fo r  yo u r  p e ti tio n  h a s  b e en  h e ard ,

an d  yo u r  w ife  E liz ab e th  w ill  b e ar  yo u  a  s o n ,  an d  yo u  w ill  g ive

h im  th e  n am e  J o hn .  An d  yo u  w ill  h ave  j oy  an d  g la dn e s s ,  an d

m any  w ill  r ej o ice  a t  h is  b ir th .  F o r  h e  w ill  b e  g re a t  in  th e  s igh t

o f  th e  L o rd ,  an d  h e  w ill  d r ink  n o  w in e  o r  l iqu o r ;  an d  h e  w ill

b e  fill e d  w ith  th e  H o ly  Sp ir it ,  w h ile  ye t  in  h is  m o th er ' s  w o m b .

An d  h e  w ill  tu rn  b a ck  m any  o f  th e  s o n s  o f  I s r a e l  to  th e  L o rd

th eir  G o d .  An d  i t  i s  h e  w h o  w ill  go  [ a s  a  fo reru nn er ]  b e fo re

H im  in  th e  sp ir i t  an d  p ow er  o f  E lij ah ,  T O  T U R N  T H E

H EART S  O F  T H E  FAT H E R S  BAC K  T O  T H E  C H IL D R E N ,  an d

th e  d is o b e d ien t  to  th e  a tti tu d e  o f  th e  r igh te o u s ;  s o  a s  to  m ake

re a dy  a  p e o p le  p rep are d  fo r  th e  L o rd . "

An d  Z a ch ar ia s  s a id  to  th e  an ge l ,  " H ow  sh all  I  kn ow  th is  [ fo r

cer ta in ] ?  F o r  I  am  an  o ld  m an ,  an d  m y  w ife  i s  a dvan ce d  in

ye ar s . "

An d  th e  an ge l  an sw ere d  an d  s a id  to  h im ,  " I  am  G ab r ie l ,

w h o  s tan d s  in  th e  p re s en ce  o f  G o d ;  an d  I  h ave  b e en  s en t  to

sp e ak  to  yo u ,  an d  to  b r in g  yo u  th is  go o d  n ew s .  An d  b eh o ld ,

yo u  sh a ll  b e  s il en t  an d  u n ab le  to  sp e ak  u n til  th e  d ay  w h en

th e s e  th in g s  take  p la ce ,  b e cau s e  yo u  d id  n o t  b e lieve  m y  w o rd s ,

w h ich  sh a ll  b e  fu l fill e d  in  th e ir  p ro p er  tim e . "

An d  th e  p e o p le  w ere  w aitin g  fo r  Z a ch ar ia s ,  an d  w ere

w o n d er in g  a t  h is  d e lay  in  th e  tem p le .  B u t  w h en  h e  c am e  o u t ,

h e  w a s  u n ab le  to  sp e ak  to  th em ;  an d  th ey  r e a liz e d  th a t  h e  h a d

s e en  a  v is io n  in  th e  tem p le ;  an d  h e  k ep t  m akin g  s ign s  to  th em ,

an d  rem ain e d  m u te .



An d  i t  c am e  ab o u t ,  w h en  th e  d ay s  o f  h is  p r ie s tly  s ervice

w ere  en d e d ,  th a t  h e  w en t  b a ck  h o m e .

An d  a fter  th e s e  d ay s  E liz ab e th  h is  w ife  b e cam e  p regn an t ;

an d  sh e  k ep t  h er s e l f  in  s e clu s io n  fo r  five  m o n th s ,  s ayin g ,  "Th is

is  th e  w ay  th e  L o rd  h a s  d e a l t  w ith  m e  in  th e  d ay s  w h en  H e

lo o k e d  [w ith  favo r ]  up o n  [m e , ]  to  tak e  aw ay  m y  d isg ra ce

am o n g  m en . "

M ary  I s  C h o sen
N ow  in  th e  s ix th  m o n th  th e  an ge l  G ab r ie l  w a s  s en t  fro m

G o d  to  a  ci ty  in  G alil e e ,  c a ll e d  N az are th ,  to  a  v irg in  en gage d  to

a  m an  w h o s e  n am e  w a s  J o s ep h ,  o f  th e  d e s cen d an ts  o f  D avid ;

an d  th e  v irg in ' s  n am e  w a s  M ary .

An d  co m in g  in ,  h e  s a id  to  h er ,  "H ail ,  favo re d  o n e !  Th e  L o rd

[ is ]  w ith  yo u . "

B u t  sh e  w a s  g re a tly  tro ub le d  a t  [ th is ]  s ta tem en t ,  an d  k ep t

p o n d er in g  w h a t  k in d  o f  s a lu ta tio n  th is  m igh t  b e .

An d  th e  an ge l  s a id  to  h er ,  " D o  n o t  b e  a fr a id ,  M ary ;  fo r  yo u

h ave  fo u n d  favo r  w ith  G o d .  An d  b eh o ld ,  yo u  w ill  co n ceive  in

yo u r  w o m b ,  an d  b e ar  a  s o n ,  an d  yo u  sh all  n am e  H im  J e su s .

H e  w ill  b e  g re a t ,  an d  w ill  b e  c a ll e d  th e  S o n  o f  th e  M o s t  H igh ;

an d  th e  L o rd  G o d  w ill  g ive  H im  th e  th ro n e  o f  H is  fa th er

D avid ;  an d  H e  w ill  r e ign  over  th e  h o u s e  o f  J a co b  fo rever ;  an d

H is  k in gd o m  w ill  h ave  n o  en d . "

An d  M ary  s a id  to  th e  an gel ,  " H ow  can  th is  b e ,  s in ce  I  am  a

virg in ? "

An d  th e  an ge l  an sw ere d  an d  s a id  to  h er ,  "Th e  H o ly  Sp ir i t

w ill  co m e  up o n  yo u ,  an d  th e  p ow er  o f  th e  M o s t  H igh  w ill

over sh a d ow  yo u ;  an d  fo r  th a t  r e a s o n  th e  h o ly  o ffsp r in g  sh all

b e  c a ll e d  th e  S o n  o f  G o d .  An d  b eh o ld ,  even  yo u r  r e la tive

E liz ab e th  h a s  a l s o  co n ce ive d  a  s o n  in  h er  o ld  age ;  an d  sh e

w h o  w a s  ca lle d  b ar ren  is  n ow  in  h er  s ix th  m o n th .  F o r  n o th in g

w ill  b e  im p o s s ib le  w ith  G o d . "

An d  M ary  s a id ,  " B eh o ld ,  th e  b o n d s lave  o f  th e  L o rd ;  b e  i t

d o n e  to  m e  a cco rd in g  to  yo u r  w o rd . "  An d  th e  an ge l  d ep ar te d

fro m  h er .

N ow  a t  th is  tim e  M ary  a ro s e  an d  w en t  w ith  h a s te  to  th e  h ill

co u n try ,  to  a  c i ty  o f  J u d ah ,  an d  en tere d  th e  h o u s e  o f  Z a ch ar ia s

an d  g re e te d  E liz ab e th .  An d  i t  c am e  ab o u t  th a t  w h en  E liz ab e th

h e ard  M ary ' s  g re e tin g ,  th e  b aby  le ap e d  in  h er  w o m b ;  an d

E liz ab e th  w a s  fill e d  w ith  th e  H o ly  Sp ir it .  An d  sh e  cr ie d  o u t

w ith  a  l o u d  vo ice ,  an d  s a id ,  " B le s s e d  am o n g  w o m en  [ a re ]  yo u ,

an d  b le s s e d  [ i s ]  th e  fru i t  o f  yo u r  w o m b !  An d  h ow  h a s  i t

[h ap p en e d ]  to  m e ,  th a t  th e  m o th er  o f  m y  L o rd  sh o u ld  co m e  to

m e ?  F o r  b eh o ld ,  w h en  th e  s o u n d  o f  yo u r  g re e tin g  r e a ch e d  m y

e ar s ,  th e  b aby  l e ap e d  in  m y  w o m b  fo r  j oy .  An d  b le s s e d  [ i s ]  sh e

w h o  b e lieve d  th a t  th ere  w o u ld  b e  a  fu l fillm en t  o f  w h a t  h a d

b e en  sp o k en  to  h er  by  th e  L o rd . "

An d  M ary  s a id :  " M y  s o u l  ex al ts  th e  L o rd ,  An d  m y  sp ir i t  h a s

rej o ice d  in  G o d  m y  S avio r .  F o r  H e  h a s  h a d  r egard  fo r  th e

hu m b le  s ta te  o f  H is  b o n d s lave ;  F o r  b eh o ld ,  fro m  th is  tim e  o n

all  gen era tio n s  w ill  co u n t  m e  b le s s e d .  F o r  th e  M igh ty  O n e  h a s

d o n e  g re a t  th in g s  fo r  m e ;  An d  h o ly  i s  H is  n am e .  AN D  H I S

M E RC Y  I S  U P O N  G E N E R AT IO N  AFT E R  G E N E R AT IO N

T O WAR D  T H O S E  W H O  F EAR  H IM .  H e  h a s  d o n e  m igh ty

d e e d s  w ith  H is  a rm ;  H e  h a s  s c a ttere d  [ th o s e  w h o  w ere ]  p ro u d

in  th e  th o u gh ts  o f  th eir  h e ar t .  H e  h a s  b ro u gh t  d ow n  ru ler s

fro m  [ th e ir ]  th ro n e s ,  An d  h a s  ex al te d  th o s e  w h o  w ere  hu m b le .

H E  H A S  F IL L E D  T H E  H U N G RY  W IT H  G O O D  T H IN G S ;

AN D  S E N T  AWAY  T H E  R IC H  E M PT Y− H AN D E D .  H e  h a s

g iven  h e lp  to  I s r a e l  H is  s ervan t ,  In  r em em b ran ce  o f  H is  m ercy ,

A s  H e  sp o ke  to  o u r  fa th er s ,  To  Ab rah am  an d  h is  o ffsp r in g

fo rever . "

An d  M ary  s taye d  w ith  h er  ab o u t  th re e  m o n th s ,  an d  [ th en ]

re tu rn e d  to  h er  h o m e .

N ow  th e  tim e  h a d  co m e  fo r  E liz ab e th  to  g ive  b ir th ,  an d  sh e

b ro u gh t  fo r th  a  s o n .  An d  h er  n e ighb o r s  an d  h er  r e la tive s

h e ard  th a t  th e  L o rd  h a d  d isp laye d  H is  g re a t  m ercy  tow ard  h er ;

an d  th ey  w ere  r ej o icin g  w ith  h er .

An d  i t  c am e  ab o u t  th a t  o n  th e  e igh th  d ay  th ey  c am e  to

circu m cis e  th e  ch ild ,  an d  th ey  w ere  go in g  to  c a ll  h im

Z a ch ar ia s ,  a fter  h is  fa th er .  An d  h is  m o th er  an sw ere d  an d  s a id ,

" N o  in d e e d ;  b u t  h e  sh all  b e  c a ll e d  J o hn . "

An d  th ey  s a id  to  h er ,  "Th ere  i s  n o  o n e  am o n g  yo u r  r e la tive s

w h o  is  c a ll e d  by  th a t  n am e . "

An d  th ey  m a d e  s ign s  to  h is  fa th er ,  a s  to  w h a t  h e  w an te d

h im  ca lle d .  An d  h e  a ske d  fo r  a  t ab le t ,  an d  w ro te  a s  fo llow s ,

" H is  n am e  is  J o hn . "

An d  th ey  w ere  a ll  a s to n ish e d .  An d  a t  o n ce  h is  m o u th  w a s

o p en e d  an d  h is  to n gu e  [ l o o s e d , ]  an d  h e  [b egan ]  to  sp e ak  in

p rais e  o f  G o d .  An d  fe ar  c am e  o n  a ll  th o s e  liv ing  aro u n d  th em ;

an d  a ll  th e s e  m a tter s  w ere  b e in g  ta lk e d  ab o u t  in  a ll  th e  h ill

co u n try  o f  J u d e a .

An d  a ll  w h o  h e ard  th em  k ep t  th em  in  m in d ,  s ayin g ,  "W h a t

th en  w ill  th is  ch ild  [ tu rn  o u t  to ]  b e ? "  F o r  th e  h an d  o f  th e  L o rd

w a s  c er ta in ly  w ith  h im .

An d  h is  fa th er  Z a ch ar ia s  w a s  fill e d  w ith  th e  H o ly  Sp ir it ,

an d  p ro p h e s ie d ,  s ayin g :  " B le s s e d  [b e ]  th e  L o rd  G o d  o f  I s r a e l ,

F o r  H e  h a s  v is i te d  u s  an d  a cco m p lish e d  re d em p tio n  fo r  H is

p e o p le ,  An d  h a s  r a is e d  up  a  h o rn  o f  s a lva tio n  fo r  u s  In  th e

h o u s e  o f  D avid  H is  s ervan t−−  A s  H e  sp o k e  by  th e  m o u th  o f

H is  h o ly  p ro p h e ts  fro m  o f  o ld −−  S a lva tio n  F R O M  O U R

E N E M IE S ,  An d  F R O M  T H E  H AN D  O F  AL L  W H O  H AT E  U S ;

To  sh ow  m ercy  tow ard  o u r  fa th er s ,  An d  to  r em em b er  H is  h o ly

coven an t ,  Th e  o a th  w h ich  H e  sw o re  to  Ab rah am  o u r  fa th er ,  To

g ran t  u s  th a t  w e ,  b e in g  d e livere d  fro m  th e  h an d  o f  o u r

en em ie s ,  M igh t  s erve  H im  w ith o u t  fe ar ,  In  h o lin e s s  an d

r igh te o u sn e s s  b e fo re  H im  a ll  o u r  d ay s .  An d  yo u ,  ch ild ,  w ill  b e

calle d  th e  p ro p h e t  o f  th e  M o s t  H igh ;  F o r  yo u  w ill  go  o n



B E F O R E  T H E  L O R D  T O  P R E PAR E  H I S  WAY S ;  To  g ive  to  H is

p e o p le  [ th e ]  kn ow le d ge  o f  s a lva tio n  By  th e  fo rg iven e s s  o f  th e ir

s in s ,  B e cau s e  o f  th e  ten d er  m ercy  o f  o u r  G o d ,  W ith  w h ich  th e

S u nr is e  fro m  o n  h igh  sh a ll  v is i t  u s ,  T O  S H IN E  U P O N  T H O S E

W H O  S IT  IN  DAR K N E S S  AN D  T H E  S H AD O W  O F  D EAT H ,

To  gu id e  o u r  fe e t  in to  th e  w ay  o f  p e a ce . "  ( Lu  1 : 5 -7 9 )

T h e  B ir th  O f J e su s :  P rop h ecy  Fu lfilled
N ow  th e  b ir th  o f  J e su s  C hr is t  w a s  a s  fo llow s .  W h en  H is

m o th er  M ary  h a d  b e en  b e tro th e d  to  J o s ep h ,  b e fo re  th ey  cam e

to ge th er  sh e  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  w ith  ch ild  by  th e  H o ly  Sp ir i t .

An d  J o s ep h  h er  hu sb an d ,  b e in g  a  r igh te o u s  m an ,  an d  n o t

w an tin g  to  d isg ra ce  h er ,  d e s ir e d  to  p u t  h er  aw ay  s e cre tly .

B u t  w h en  h e  h a d  co n sid ere d  th is ,  b eh o ld ,  an  an ge l  o f  th e

L o rd  ap p e are d  to  h im  in  a  d re am ,  s ayin g ,  "J o s ep h ,  s o n  o f

D avid ,  d o  n o t  b e  a fr a id  to  tak e  M ary  a s  yo u r  w ife ;  fo r  th a t

w h ich  h a s  b e en  co n ce ive d  in  h er  i s  o f  th e  H o ly  Sp ir i t .  An d  sh e

w ill  b e ar  a  S o n ;  an d  yo u  sh all  c a ll  H is  n am e  J e su s ,  fo r  i t  i s  H e

w h o  w ill  s ave  H is  p e o p le  fro m  th e ir  s in s . "

N ow  a ll  th is  to o k  p la ce  th a t  w h a t  w a s  sp o ken  by  th e  L o rd

th ro u gh  th e  p ro p h e t  m igh t  b e  fu l fill e d ,  s ayin g ,  " B E H O L D ,

T H E  V IR G IN  S H AL L  B E  W IT H  C H IL D ,  AN D  S H AL L  B EAR  A

S O N ,  AN D  T H E Y  S H AL L  C AL L  H I S  N AM E  IM M AN U E L , "

w h ich  tr an s la te d  m e an s ,  " G O D  W IT H  U S . "  An d  J o s ep h  aro s e

fro m  h is  s l e ep ,  an d  d id  a s  th e  an ge l  o f  th e  L o rd  co m m an d e d

h im ,  an d  to o k  [h er ]  a s  h is  w ife ,  an d  k ep t  h er  a  v irg in  u n til  sh e

gave  b ir th  to  a  S o n ;  an d  h e  c a ll e d  H is  n am e  J e su s .  ( M t

1 : 1 8 -2 5 )

N ow  i t  c am e  ab o u t  in  th o s e  d ay s  th a t  a  d e cre e  w en t  o u t

fro m  C a e s ar  Au gu s tu s ,  th a t  a  c en su s  b e  taken  o f  a ll  th e

inh ab ite d  e ar th .  Th is  w a s  th e  fir s t  c en su s  taken  w h ile

Q u ir in iu s  w a s  govern o r  o f  Syr ia .  An d  a ll  w ere  p ro ce e d in g  to

reg is ter  fo r  th e  c en su s ,  everyo n e  to  h is  ow n  ci ty .  An d  J o s ep h

als o  w en t  up  fro m  G alil e e ,  fro m  th e  ci ty  o f  N az are th ,  to  J u d e a ,

to  th e  ci ty  o f  D avid ,  w h ich  is  c a ll e d  B e th leh em ,  b e cau s e  h e

w a s  o f  th e  h o u s e  an d  fam ily  o f  D avid ,  in  o rd er  to  r eg is ter ,

a lo ng  w ith  M ary ,  w h o  w a s  en gage d  to  h im ,  an d  w a s  w ith

ch ild .

An d  i t  c am e  ab o u t  th a t  w h ile  th ey  w ere  th ere ,  th e  d ay s  w ere

co m p le te d  fo r  h er  to  g ive  b ir th .  An d  sh e  gave  b ir th  to  h er

fir s t−b o rn  s o n ;  an d  sh e  w rap p e d  H im  in  clo th s ,  an d  l a id  H im

in  a  m an ger ,  b e cau s e  th ere  w a s  n o  ro o m  fo r  th em  in  th e  inn .

An d  in  th e  s am e  reg io n  th ere  w ere  [ s o m e ]  sh ep h erd s

s tayin g  o u t  in  th e  fie ld s ,  an d  k e ep in g  w a tch  over  th e ir  flo ck  by

n igh t .  An d  an  an gel  o f  th e  L o rd  su d d en ly  s to o d  b e fo re  th em ,

an d  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  L o rd  sh o n e  aro u n d  th em ;  an d  th ey  w ere

ter r ib ly  fr igh ten e d .  An d  th e  an ge l  s a id  to  th em ,  " D o  n o t  b e

a fr a id ;  fo r  b eh o ld ,  I  b r in g  yo u  go o d  n ew s  o f  a  g r e a t  j oy  w h ich

sh all  b e  fo r  a ll  th e  p e o p le ;  fo r  to d ay  in  th e  ci ty  o f  D avid  th ere

h a s  b e en  b o rn  fo r  yo u  a  S avio r ,  w h o  is  C hr is t  th e  L o rd .  An d

th is  [w ill  b e ]  a  s ign  fo r  yo u :  yo u  w ill  fin d  a  b aby  w rap p e d  in

clo th s ,  an d  ly in g  in  a  m an ger . "  

An d  su d d en ly  th ere  ap p e are d  w ith  th e  an gel  a  m u l ti tu d e  o f

th e  h e aven ly  h o s t  p r a is in g  G o d ,  an d  s ayin g ,  " G lo ry  to  G o d  in

th e  h igh e s t ,  An d  o n  e ar th  p e a ce  am o n g  m en  w ith  w h o m  H e  is

p le a s e d . "

An d  i t  c am e  ab o u t  w h en  th e  an ge ls  h a d  go n e  aw ay  fro m

th em  in to  h e aven ,  th a t  th e  sh ep h erd s  [b egan ]  s ayin g  to  o n e

an o th er ,  " L e t  u s  go  s tr a igh t  to  B e th leh em  th en ,  an d  s e e  th is

th in g  th a t  h a s  h ap p en e d  w h ich  th e  L o rd  h a s  m a d e  kn ow n  to

u s . "  An d  th ey  cam e  in  h a s te  an d  fo u n d  th eir  w ay  to  M ary  an d

J o s ep h ,  an d  th e  b aby  a s  H e  l ay  in  th e  m an ger .  An d  w h en  th ey

h a d  s e en  th is ,  th ey  m a d e  kn ow n  th e  s ta tem en t  w h ich  h a d

b e en  to ld  th em  ab o u t  th is  C h ild .  An d  a ll  w h o  h e ard  i t

w o n d ere d  a t  th e  th in g s  w h ich  w ere  to ld  th em  by  th e

sh ep h erd s .

B u t  M ary  tr e a su re d  up  a ll  th e s e  th in g s ,  p o n d er in g  th em  in

h er  h e ar t .  An d  th e  sh ep h erd s  w en t  b a ck ,  g lo r ifyin g  an d

p rais in g  G o d  fo r  a ll  th a t  th ey  h a d  h e ard  an d  s e en ,  j u s t  a s  h a d

b e en  to ld  th em .

An d  w h en  e igh t  d ay s  w ere  c o m p le te d  b e fo re  H is

circu m cis io n ,  H is  n am e  w a s  [ th en ]  c a ll e d  J e su s ,  th e  n am e

g iven  by  th e  an ge l  b e fo re  H e  w a s  co n ce ive d  in  th e  w o m b .  An d

w h en  th e  d ay s  fo r  th e ir  p u r ifica tio n  a cco rd in g  to  th e  l aw  o f

M o s e s  w ere  c o m p le te d ,  th ey  b ro u gh t  H im  up  to  J eru s a lem  to

p re s en t  H im  to  th e  L o rd  ( a s  i t  i s  w r i tten  in  th e  L aw  o f  th e

L o rd ,  " EV E RY  [ fir s t−b o rn ]  M AL E  T H AT  O P E N S  T H E  W O M B

S H AL L  B E  C AL L E D  H O LY  T O  T H E  L O R D " ) ,  an d  to  o ffer  a

s a cr ifice  a c co rd in g  to  w h a t  w a s  s a id  in  th e  L aw  o f  th e  L o rd ,  "A

PAIR  O F  T U RT L E D OV E S ,  O R  T W O  YO U N G  P IG E O N S . "

An d  b eh o ld ,  th ere  w a s  a  m an  in  J eru s a lem  w h o s e  n am e

w a s  S im e o n ;  an d  th is  m an  w a s  r igh te o u s  an d  d evo u t ,  l o o kin g

fo r  th e  c o n s o la tio n  o f  I s r a e l ;  an d  th e  H o ly  Sp ir it  w a s  up o n

h im .  An d  i t  h a d  b e en  reve ale d  to  h im  by  th e  H o ly  Sp ir i t  th a t

h e  w o u ld  n o t  s e e  d e a th  b e fo re  h e  h a d  s e en  th e  L o rd ' s  C hr is t .

An d  h e  cam e  in  th e  Sp ir it  in to  th e  tem p le ;  an d  w h en  th e

p aren ts  b ro u gh t  in  th e  ch ild  J e su s ,  to  c ar ry  o u t  fo r  H im  th e

cu s to m  o f  th e  L aw ,  th en  h e  to o k  H im  in to  h is  arm s ,  an d

b le s s e d  G o d ,  an d  s a id ,  "N ow  L o rd ,  Th o u  d o s t  l e t  Thy

b o n d− s ervan t  d ep ar t  In  p e a ce ,  a c co rd in g  to  Thy  w o rd ;  F o r  m y

eye s  h ave  s e en  Thy  s a lva tio n ,  W h ich  Th o u  h a s t  p rep are d  in

th e  p re s en ce  o f  a ll  p e o p le s ,  A  L IG H T  O F  R E V E L AT IO N  T O

T H E  G E N T IL E S ,  An d  th e  g lo ry  o f  Thy  p e o p le  I s r a e l . "

An d  H is  fa th er  an d  m o th er  w ere  am az e d  a t  th e  th in g s

w h ich  w ere  b e in g  s a id  ab o u t  H im .  An d  S im e o n  b le s s e d  th em ,

an d  s a id  to  M ary  H is  m o th er ,  " B eh o ld ,  th is  [ C h ild ]  i s

ap p o in te d  fo r  th e  fa ll  an d  r is e  o f  m any  in  I s r a e l ,  an d  fo r  a  s ign

to  b e  o p p o s e d−−  an d  a  sw o rd  w ill  p ierce  even  yo u r  ow n

s o u l−−  to  th e  en d  th a t  th o u gh ts  fro m  m any  h e ar ts  m ay  b e

reve ale d . "



An d  th ere  w a s  a  p ro p h e te s s ,  Ann a  th e  d au gh ter  o f  P h anu el ,

o f  th e  tr ib e  o f  A sh er .  S h e  w a s  a dvan ce d  in  ye ar s ,  h avin g  live d

w ith  a  hu sb an d  s even  ye ar s  a fter  h er  m ar r iage ,  an d  th en  a s  a

w id ow  to  th e  age  o f  e igh ty− fo u r .  An d  sh e  n ever  l e ft  th e  tem p le ,

s ervin g  n igh t  an d  d ay  w ith  fa s tin g s  an d  p rayer s .  An d  a t  th a t

very  m o m en t  sh e  c am e  up  an d  [b egan ]  g ivin g  th ank s  to  G o d ,

an d  co n tinu e d  to  sp e ak  o f  H im  to  a ll  th o s e  w h o  w ere  l o o kin g

fo r  th e  r e d em p tio n  o f  J eru s alem .  An d  w h en  th ey  h a d

p er fo rm e d  every th in g  a cco rd in g  to  th e  L aw  o f  th e  L o rd ,  th ey

re tu rn e d  to  G alil e e ,  to  th e ir  ow n  ci ty  o f  N az are th .  An d  th e

C h ild  co n tinu e d  to  g row  an d  b e co m e  s tro n g ,  in cre a s in g  in

w is d o m ;  an d  th e  g r a ce  o f  G o d  w a s  up o n  H im .  ( Lu  2 : 1 -4 1 )

J e su s  F o rced  To  B eco m e  A  R efu gee
N ow  a fter  J e su s  w a s  b o rn  in  B e th leh em  o f  J u d e a  in  th e  d ay s

o f  H ero d  th e  k in g ,  b eh o ld ,  m ag i  fro m  th e  e a s t  ar r ive d  in

J eru s a lem ,  s ayin g ,  "W h ere  i s  H e  w h o  h a s  b e en  b o rn  K in g  o f

th e  J ew s ?  F o r  w e  s aw  H is  s tar  in  th e  e a s t ,  an d  h ave  co m e  to

w o rsh ip  H im . "

An d  w h en  H ero d  th e  k in g  h e ard  i t ,  h e  w a s  tro ub le d ,  an d  a ll

J eru s a lem  w ith  h im .  An d  ga th er in g  to ge th er  a ll  th e  ch ie f

p r ie s ts  an d  s cr ib e s  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  h e  [b egan ]  to  in qu ire  o f

th em  w h ere  th e  C hr is t  w a s  to  b e  b o rn .  An d  th ey  s a id  to  h im ,

" In  B e th leh em  o f  J u d e a ,  fo r  s o  i t  h a s  b e en  w r itten  by  th e

p ro p h e t ,  'AN D  YO U ,  B E T H L E H E M ,  L AN D  O F  J U DAH ,  AR E

BY  N O  M EAN S  L EA ST  AM O N G  T H E  L EAD E R S  O F  J U DAH ;

F O R  O U T  O F  YO U  S H AL L  C O M E  F O RT H  A  RU L E R ,  W H O

W IL L  S H E P H E R D  M Y  P E O P L E  I S R AE L . ' "

Th en  H ero d  s e cre tly  c a ll e d  th e  m ag i ,  an d  a s cer ta in e d  fro m

th em  th e  tim e  th e  s tar  ap p e are d .  An d  h e  s en t  th em  to

B e th leh em ,  an d  s a id ,  " G o  an d  m ak e  c are fu l  s e arch  fo r  th e

C h ild ;  an d  w h en  yo u  h ave  fo u n d  [ H im , ]  r ep o r t  to  m e ,  th a t  I

to o  m ay  co m e  an d  w o r sh ip  H im . "

An d  h avin g  h e ard  th e  k in g ,  th ey  w en t  th e ir  w ay ;  an d  lo ,  th e

s tar ,  w h ich  th ey  h a d  s e en  in  th e  e a s t ,  w en t  o n  b e fo re  th em ,

u n til  i t  c am e  an d  s to o d  over  w h ere  th e  C h ild  w a s .  An d  w h en

th ey  s aw  th e  s tar ,  th ey  r ej o ice d  ex ce e d in gly  w ith  g re a t  j oy .

An d  th ey  c am e  in to  th e  h o u s e  an d  s aw  th e  C h ild  w ith  M ary

H is  m o th er ;  an d  th ey  fe ll  d ow n  an d  w o r sh ip e d  H im ;  an d

o p en in g  th eir  tr e a su re s  th ey  p re s en te d  to  H im  g ifts  o f  go ld

an d  fr ankin cen s e  an d  m yrrh .  An d  h avin g  b e en  w arn e d  [by

G o d ]  in  a  d re am  n o t  to  r e tu rn  to  H ero d ,  th ey  d ep ar te d  fo r

th e ir  ow n  co u n try  by  an o th er  w ay .

N ow  w h en  th ey  h a d  d ep ar te d ,  b eh o ld ,  an  an ge l  o f  th e  L o rd

ap p e are d  to  J o s ep h  in  a  d re am ,  s ayin g ,  "Ar is e  an d  take  th e

C h ild  an d  H is  m o th er ,  an d  fle e  to  E gyp t ,  an d  rem ain  th ere

u n til  I  te ll  yo u ;  fo r  H ero d  i s  go in g  to  s e arch  fo r  th e  C h ild  to

d e s troy  H im . "  An d  h e  aro s e  an d  to o k  th e  C h ild  an d  H is

m o th er  by  n igh t ,  an d  d ep ar te d  fo r  E gyp t ;  an d  w a s  th ere  u n til

th e  d e a th  o f  H ero d ,  th a t  w h a t  w a s  sp o ken  by  th e  L o rd

th ro u gh  th e  p ro p h e t  m igh t  b e  fu l fill e d ,  s ayin g ,  " O U T  O F

E G Y PT  D ID  I  C AL L  M Y  S O N . "

Th en  w h en  H ero d  s aw  th a t  h e  h a d  b e en  tr ick e d  by  th e

m ag i ,  h e  b e cam e  very  en rage d ,  an d  s en t  an d  s l ew  a ll  th e  m ale

ch ild ren  w h o  w ere  in  B e th leh em  an d  in  a ll  i ts  enviro n s ,  fro m

tw o  ye ar s  o ld  an d  u n d er ,  a cco rd in g  to  th e  tim e  w h ich  h e  h a d

a s cer ta in e d  fro m  th e  m ag i .  Th en  th a t  w h ich  w a s  sp o ken

thro u gh  J erem iah  th e  p ro p h e t  w a s  fu l fill e d ,  s ayin g ,  "A  VO IC E

WA S  H EAR D  IN  R AM AH ,  W E E P IN G  AN D  G R EAT

M O U R N IN G ,  R AC H E L  W E E P IN G  F O R  H E R  C H IL D R E N ;

AN D  S H E  R E F U S E D  T O  B E  C O M F O RT E D ,  B E C AU S E  T H E Y

W E R E  N O  M O R E . "

B u t  w h en  H ero d  w a s  d e a d ,  b eh o ld ,  an  an gel  o f  th e  L o rd

ap p e are d  in  a  d re am  to  J o s ep h  in  E gyp t ,  s ayin g ,  "Ar is e  an d

tak e  th e  C h ild  an d  H is  m o th er ,  an d  go  in to  th e  l an d  o f  I s r a e l ;

fo r  th o s e  w h o  s o u gh t  th e  C h ild ' s  l i fe  ar e  d e a d . "  An d  h e  aro s e

an d  to o k  th e  C h ild  an d  H is  m o th er ,  an d  cam e  in to  th e  l an d  o f

I s r a e l .

B u t  w h en  h e  h e ard  th a t  Arch elau s  w a s  r e ign in g  over  J u d e a

in  p la ce  o f  h is  fa th er  H ero d ,  h e  w a s  a fr a id  to  go  th ere .  An d

b ein g  w arn e d  [by  G o d ]  in  a  d re am ,  h e  d ep ar te d  fo r  th e

reg io n s  o f  G alile e ,  an d  c am e  an d  r e s id e d  in  a  c i ty  c a ll e d

N az are th ,  th a t  w h a t  w a s  sp o k en  th ro u gh  th e  p ro p h e ts  m igh t

b e  fu l fill e d ,  " H e  sh a ll  b e  c a ll e d  a  N az aren e . "  ( M t  2 : 1 -2 3 )

T h e  P ro m ise  O f S a lva tio n
“ F o r  G o d  s o  l ove d  th e  w o rld ,  th a t  H e  g ave  H is  o n ly

b ego tten  S o n ,  th a t  w h o ever  b e lieve s  in  H im  sh o u ld  n o t  p er ish ,

b u t  h ave  e tern al  l i fe .  F o r  G o d  d id  n o t  s en d  th e  S o n  in to  th e

w o rld  to  j u d ge  th e  w o rld ,  b u t  th a t  th e  w o rld  sh o u ld  b e  s ave d

thro u gh  H im . ”  (J n  3 : 1 6 - 1 7 )

‘ B eh o ld ,  I  s tan d  a t  th e  d o o r  an d  kn o ck ;  i f  anyo n e  h e ar s  M y

vo ice  an d  o p en s  th e  d o o r ,  I  w ill  co m e  in  to  h im ,  an d  w ill  d in e

w ith  h im ,  an d  h e  w ith  M e . '  ( R ev  3 : 2 0 )

S crip tu re  from  th e  NA S B  (C) 1 9 6 0- 1 9 95  Th e  L o ckm a n  Fo u n d a tio n .
Us ed  by  p erm iss io n .


